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Detailed Action 
Election/Restrictions 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 

elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1 -8, drawn to a plated resin molded article of claim 1 . 

Group II, claim(s) 9-16, drawn to a method of making the plated resin molded resin 
article of claim 1. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

The expression special technical features is defined as meaning those technical 

features that define the contribution which each claimed invention, considered as a 

whole, makes over the prior art. The features that each and every claim has in common 

is the limitations of claim 1 . Said limitations fail to define a special technical feature 

because they fail to make a contribution over the prior art. Specifically, Japanese 

references JP7-330934, JP 57-123048 and JP 59-142244 each individually anticipates 

the invention of claim 1 . 

During a telephone conversation with Terryence Chapman on Friday, September 

1 1 , 2009 a provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of 

Group I, claims 1-8. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to 
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this Office action. Claims 9-16 are withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 10/16/2008 has been fully considered. 
An initialed copy of said IDS is enclosed herein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sano etal (US 5,326,811). 

Sano teaches a plated molded article comprising a polyamide resin in amounts of 
30-80wt% and a polyphenylene ether resin in amounts of 20-0wt% (abstract). The 
polyamide is herein understood to read on the claimed "resin with a moisture absorption 
of at least 0.6% since it is compositionally identical to one of applicant's preferred 
embodiments (see claim 2). Furthermore, the polyphenylene ether is understood to 
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read don the non-styrenic resin with a water absorption of less than 0.6% since said 
resin is compositionally identical to one of applicant's preferred embodiments (see claim 
2). The composition may further comprise a impact modifier or a compatibilizer-either of 
which is understood to read on the claimed solubility limitations of claim 3 since each 
comprise hydrophilic functionality. The molded article is useful as automotive 
components (col 1, lines 5+). 

With regard to claim 7, the molding of Sano is herein understood to inherently 
meet the claimed adhesive strength since the plated molded article therein is 
compositionally and structurally identical to the claimed article. 

With respect to claims 4 and 5, Sano incorporates by reference the teachings of 
US 3,257,357 with regards to making the polyphenylene ether. In said reference, it is 
taught that an surfactant (emulsifying agent) may be added to the polyphenylene ether 
during polymerization (see col 2, lines 54+). This is similar to the manner in which 
applicant incorporates the emulsifying agent (page 11, first full paragraph in the 
specification). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sano et 
al (US 5,236,81 1 ), as applied to claims above, and further in view of applicant's 
admissions. 

Sano is relied upon as above. Furthermore, Sano teaches that fire retardants 
may be added to the composition. Sano does not teach the fire retardant may comprise 
a phosphorus compound. However, applicant admits some phosphorous compounds 
are known in the art to be fire retardants (page 13 , first full paragraph of the 
specification). Thus, it would have been obvious to add a phosphorous compound 
flame retardant to the composition taught in Sano. The motivation for doing so would 
have been that such compounds are known in the art to be effective fire retardants.9 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN R. KRUER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1510. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Callie Shosho can be reached on 571 -272-1 1 23. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kevin R Kruer/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



